
 Otterburn Parish Council
Meeting of the Parish Council held on 2 September, 2013
Between 7.30pm and 9.30pm at Otterburn Memorial Hall

MINUTES
Present
John Hartshorne – Chair 
Val Corbett – Vice Chair

Gary Satchwell      Cheryl Austin
Steven Farrell

 

In Attendance
Martin Chilvers – Clerk
Cllr John Riddle (from 8.20)

Jane Cartridge, Michael Thompson, Joan Thompson, Jake Thompson, 
Harry Scott, Ian Scott, Stephen Rogerson, Philip Murray, Jack Thompson
David Coulter, Peter Tully, Susan Chapman, Alison Snaith, Howard Snaith
Paula Gibson

1. Apologies for absence
There were apologies from S. Robson 

2. Minutes of the last Ordinary meeting
The minutes of the previous meetings, having been circulated, were accepted as a true record and signed by the 
Chair.

3. Matters arising
a) item 4a: Pedestrian and traffic crossing in Otterburn:  The Chair provided the background to the present position. A 
crossing is no longer viable due to the no stopping zig zags would need to stretch across both the bus stop and 
resident’s driveways Traffic calming options are now being discussed. The Parish Council had responded with 
proposals to the NCC suggestion of introducing 10 speed bumps along the main road through the village. This 
was considered too excessive. The Chair advised that the Parish Council were attempting to secure a meeting in 
Otterburn with Jim Long and Stefan Bell of NCC in an effort to agree the traffic calming proposals.  

b) item 4b: EDF Compensation payment: It was reported that the RTC had begun to spend the £5,000 funding 
provided. Repairs were being made to the boiler in order to provide heating and hot water. A list of 
requirements for the remaining funds is due shortly. The £3,000 provided to the Play Area has been matched by 
over £4,000 from NCC as part of the Section 106 funding. Plans were being developed to have the previously 
agreed ‘outside gym’ equipment installed. Given the delays with NCC the Parish Council have requested an 
extension time limit for the use of the remaining £10,000 towards the development of the traffic calming.  

c) item 4c: RTC Sports Centre funding / future Trustees: This is still work in progress and the Clerk was asked to 
approach NCC and the RTC to determine plans and timescales. 

d) item 4e: Maintenance jobs in the parish: The Clerk advised he had received very little response to the advert 
regarding the maintenance jobs. Chris Mowatt is due to provide a quote for the work on the public seating. The 
Chair advised the Parish Council were very grateful for Ivan Wilkinson’s work in clearing the Otterburn Trail 
where it had become overgrown. 

e) item 7a: Children’s Play Area - funding: The Chair referred to the matter discussed in agenda item 3b. A meeting 
with proposed equipment developers has been agreed for 25 September. 

4. Finance
 a) Clerk’s salary and expenses for July, August, 2013: The Clerk’s claim for salary and expenses was agreed. 

b) Annual Audit: The Clerk confirmed he had received the completed audit back from BDO.  

c) Payment of invoice for hire of Memorial Hall: The payment for £30.00 was agreed.

d) Payment of invoice for C. Mowatt: The payment of invoice for £50.00 was agreed with a further invoice for cutting 
in August still due. 

e) Payment of invoice for RoSPA inspection: The payment for £81.60 was agreed. 

f) Payment of invoice to Alan Tinlin for fencing panels: The payment for £81.60 was agreed.

g) Payment of services of help at the Millennium Green: Payment of £25.35 gift to Rob Barrie was agreed.
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h) Payment to Robert White for grass cutting at Children’s Play Area: Payment of £125.00 was agreed.

i) Payment of ride-on lawn mower: Payment of £1,899.00 was agreed and it was noted that half the net figure 
(£791.00) was due to be paid by St John’s Church.

j) Payment of Robson & Cowan invoice for Jerry Can, fuel for mower and Grass seed for Millennium Green: Payment was 
agreed.

k) Payment of fuel for clearance of the Otterburn Trail: Payment of £20.00 was agreed.

6. New Business
a) Rochester seat: The Chair passed around a few photos of the seat and provided a background including its 
present location and state of repair. Additionally the Chair highlighted that the Parish Council are Trustees of the 
Millennium Green having taken over the position when the original trustees gradually over time resigned 
without any willing volunteers to replace them. All decisions regarding the Millennium Green need to be agreed 
by, as a minimum, the quorum of the Parish Council. Consideration could be given to moving the seat to the 
Millennium Green however this needed to be investigated fully first to determine whether it was the right place 
for it as well as establishing full cost including repairs and obtain permission of Rochester Parish Council as it is 
it located in that Parish. The Chair suggested the matter was discussed again at the next meeting. Cllr Farrell 
proposed that the seat was moved to the Millennium Green.

Susan Chapman advised she represented Rochester and Byrness Parish Council. She stated that most people 
from the parish supported it being moved from present location however there was some concern any new 
location may make it more prone to vandalism. The damage had been caused by a vehicle colliding with it and 
that there should be a crime number connected to it so possibly the damage could be covered by insurance.

Cllr Austin suggested that there should be a better position to locate the seat. However she highlighted that as it 
represented the Battle of Otterburn perhaps it would be better to locate it at the Percy Cross than the 
Millennium Green.

The Chair reported that it appeared a survey had recently been put through a number of doors in the village. It 
was not clear where this survey had originated as it was not mentioned on the form. However it seemed a 
number of people perceived it to have come from the Parish Council as a number of returns were provided to 
the Chair and Clerk. Mr Jack Thompson advised 200 of the surveys had been put through doors and 68 had 
been returned. Mr Thompson requested to provide results of the survey however it was pointed out he had not 
received all the returns from the Clerk or Chair at that point. He has promised to provide the results including 
comments to the Parish Council when available.

The Chair emphasised the point that the Millennium Green certainly required attention to tackle the overgrown 
plants and was confident that in the long term it would look much better. However it was felt by many in the 
village who had provided feedback to the Parish Council that there had been too much cutting back including 
both plants and trees. Some of the change (cutting downs trees as well as creation of path and possible car park 
and the new sign) was done without consultation and agreement of a quorum of the Parish Council. The Chair 
advised it was a complement that it was done so quickly by the volunteers however there are set procedures that 
should have been followed before any action was taken. This had led to the need to meet with St John Church 
to determine how they wished to proceed regarding the placement of the gatepost stone, the definition of the 
border and the access.  Vehicle access to the Millennium Green would require a planning application and 
approval by Highways Dept of NCC. Michael Thompson provided details of costs for the work that would be 
just materials, offering his services free of charge.

The Chair also advised the area around the toilets certainly looked tidier than before however this land was 
owned by the County Council. He reported that a number of residents had approached the Parish Council 
complaining that too much was removed including healthy lime trees.

Jane Cartridge provided details of the adverse impact the removal of lime trees and other plants had on bees that 
were already suffering serious decline in numbers. Mr Peter Tully suggested there should be no criticism directed 
to the people who had enthusiasm to volunteer their time to clear the undergrowth.  Mr Philip Murray advised 
he had been in the village three years but had not seen the Parish Council do anything in this time so they should 
not have a go at these volunteers. Mr Mick Maughan suggested if a risk assessment had been undertaken then it 
would have saved the arguments.
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The Chair repeated that the Parish Council applauded the work done however there was a procedure that 
needed to be followed for decisions to be made and costed out before any action was taken.

It was agreed that a meeting would be arranged with the Church to decide on the access to the road as well as 
the placement of the stone gatepost and how to define the boundary line.

b) Bus services review by NCC: The Vice Chair spoke of the work she had undertaken in this respect. It would 
appear there is little demand for further services in the area. This would mean that subsidiary would be too high 
to make any additional service viable. There was however a need to speak to Adapt about the service they may 
be able to provide to Otterburn.

c) Local Transport Plan 2013-14: It was agreed to include the traffic calming requirements for the village again as 
well as the relocation of the flashing 30MPH sign on the Jedburgh side of the village so it was before Redewater 
View Cottages. Additionally it was agreed to include request for cycle safety aspects for route to the school and 
lighting for new footpath planned at the play area. 

d) Quote for new notice board on Memorial Hall: The Clerk confirmed he had received a quote for a pine notice board. 
It was agreed that before a decision was made a sketch of the proposal was required. Additionally a request was 
made for both parts of the notice board to have a door.

e) & f) Development of Millennium Green and Tidying of area next to public toilets: These items were discussed under 
agenda item 6a.

g) Usage and storage of ride-on mower: It was agreed that there should be a team of volunteers to use the mower in 
2014 on both the Millennium Green and the Children’s play area. Additionally a long term storage plane would 
need to be agreed. It was also agreed to investigate the cost of purchasing a stone deflector and cutting collector 
for the mower.

h) RoSPA inspection – Children’s Play Area: The Clerk provided details from the recent inspection. The overall risk 
was considered medium with a few small jobs requiring attention.

8. Matters for discussion at the next meeting of the Parish Council
(i) It was agreed to review the 2013 Otterburn Festival and discuss plans for the 2014 event at the October 
meeting and the Clerk was asked to invite Wesley Turnbull to the meeting.
(ii) Cllr Farrell advised he had been approached by a resident from Redewater View Cottages saying the trees 
opposite them had become too big and were blocking the view of Redewater. Cllr Riddle suggested John 
Alderson at NCC should be approached about this matter and it was agreed the Clerk would contact him and 
highlight that the undergrowth hiding the 30MPH sign also required to be removed.
(iii) Speed monitoring by volunteers was raised. It was reported that this service is provided in Rothbury and the 
Clerk was asked to investigate the possibility of introducing it to Otterburn.

5. Planning
a) 13/01798/FUL: Removal of large agricultural shed with part reinstatement in new position plus matching extension. Removal  
of small shed and relocation in new position, formation of a dressage arena with enclosing fence & 13/01800/FUL: Extension  
and upgrade / repair of farmhouse. Removal of two single storey extensions and replacement with dining room extension to west and  
new entrance and garage extension with bedroom above. Replacement garden room to south: Shittlehaugh, Otterburn, NE19 1JQ: 
These applications had been received during the summer and after review by the Councillors had been agreed.   

b) 13/02324/FUL: Installation of a containerised biomass boiler: Otterburn Castle Country Hotel, Otterburn: The 
application was reviewed and after discussion agreed.

c) 13/02223/FUL: Change of use of field area adjacent to house for safer parking and relocation of existing gate to further field  
for safer access: Guilders Cleugh Cottage, Otterburn: This application was agreed.

9. Date, time and place of next meeting: The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held at 7.30pm on 
Monday 7 October, 2013 at the Otterburn Memorial Hall.  
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